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Mystery lliness Linked to Bee
Losses May Be Stress 5
What’s up? Beekeepers in 22 states have
reported the collapse of large numbers of
honey bee colonies as warmer tempera-
tures prompt the beekeepers to examine
over-wintered colonies for the first time
this spring.

Grow-A-Row, Lend-A-Hand 6
The Grow-a-Row for the hungry, a
volunteer based food producing and
collection group that has the ability to
reverse two negative trends occurring in
the Garden State: Continued hunger and
family farmland loss.

Marketing Stevia 10
Stevia has a huge market potential. It
practically sells itself once the customer
tastes a leaf and learns this sweet herb

is nonglycemic and practically calorie
free. The best way for most growers to

get started is by selling bedding plants or
seeds. Field production for local shops or
the wholesale trade is another possibility.

Let's Grow Gourds 12
Growing gourds can be both fun and
profitable but, as in most agricultural
ventures, a little inside information can be
a big help and here it is.

Christmas trees Or Grapes 14
This beginning farmer wondered if New
England really needed more Christmas
trees. The semi-retired pharmacist opted
to grow grapes and it was a good decision.
Find out how the grapes complement
Warren and Nora Strong’s Connecticut bed
and breakfast.

Elderberry Production 18
Elderberries are popular for their unusual
taste in pies, jellies, and jams. They are
occasionally used in winemaking. The
plants are very hardy and are attractive,
easy to grow and are great in landscape
plantings. In addition, the fastest growing
market for the elderberry now appears to
be as a health tonic or nutraceutical.

What Is Your State Doing For Small
Farms? 21
This month we have picked Tennessee
the “The Volunteer State” as the 17th
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state in our continuing project to let
you know where you can find small
farm information and help. We welcome
your additions and suggestions as we
continue our mission of finding profit-
making ideas.
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Special Section

Facilities and Equipment for
Commercial Meat Goat Production 26

Understanding Animal Behavior
Can Help You Avoiding Accidents 28
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Small Farm Talk 3
This month Editor Andy Stevens writes
about the raw milk controversy.

Calendar 24
Here are some farm shows and events for
your learning and enjoyment.

Homeland Treasures 32
Yolanda & Friends Quilt Patterns are
featured.

Recipes 35
This month we feature tasty and nutritious
beef recipes.
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Books that can help you do a better job on
your farm.
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Last Word 39
This month Bill Schaefer asks the
question, “Is It Time For You To Wrap
Yourself In A Blanket Of Optimism?”

About the cover

The demand for ‘chevon', or ‘cabrito', or
‘goat meat' in the United States is so high
that producers can't keep up. Because of
this vacuum, much of the goat meat sold
in the United States is imported from New
Zealand or Australia. About 1.5 million
pounds of goat meat is imported every
week. And demand just keeps growing.

Much of the demand is generated by
the changing ethnic demographics of the
continent. About 63 percent of the red meat
consumed worldwide is goat. Much of the
goat meat demand in the United States
comes from ethnic groups that include
Middle Eastern, Asian, African, Latin
American and Caribbean heritage. Most of
these groups buy goat meat whenever they
can find it, and they are willing to pay better
prices for higher quality meat. - Photo by
Jim Ritchie, Lebanon, Mo.
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