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The first skid steer loader was de-
veloped in the 1950s, and was a self-
propelled, open-seat, three-wheeled 
device that allowed the operator to 
lift heavy loads. The first model was 
used for farm work, in the clearing 
of manure on a turkey farm. The 
original skid steer employed a unique 
steering system whereby the opera-
tor could turn inside a much tighter 
radius than a front end loader. It was 
the three-wheel design that enabled 
the skid steer to turn inside its own 
length, because the rear wheel was 
a caster wheel. See page 20 for skid 
steer safety tips. Photo provided by 
the Danuser Machine Company. 


